This is Dave #3

He was born to David Anderson #2 and Sarah Watson on June 17, 1900. He lied about his age and enlisted in The Seaforth Highlanders April 23, 1914. (Listing his date of birth as 1899.)  

Regimental number 25061 Pte. David Anderson 7th Seaforth Highlanders 9th Scottish Division

The Medal card indicates # as  S-25061  32032

Also Corp as Seaforth A&SH

He served from April 23, 1914 to January 8, 1919. (From certificate of service booklet previous service. Last page.)

[image: image1.png]5




Active World War I
Argyll & Sutherland participated in Ypres: 
Located in Belgian province of West Flanders was site of three major battles. British and US soldiers pronounced it "Wipers".
1. October 31 to November 22, 1914 - British captured the town from the Germans. 

2. April 22 to May 25, 1915 - Germans used poison gas for the first time on the Western Front and captured high ground east of the town.

3. July 21 to November 6, 1916; (also known as Battle of Passchendaele) the British recaptured the ridge with heavy loss of lives.

21 August 1914 - 16 March 1919 Country United Kingdom Branch New Army Type Infantry
In the Battle of Loos, notable for being the first battle in which British forces used poison gas, the 9th (Scottish ) Division assaulted the Hohenzollern Redoubt, the 5th Camerons suffered horrific casualties, and Corporal J. D. Pollock gained a Victoria Cross for his actions.

The 9th (Scottish) Division took part in major fighting during the Somme offensive. Notably it relieved the 30th Division at Montauban and later attacked German positions at Bernafay Wood, where it succeeded in capturing vital objectives and forcing a German withdrawal.

Battles
· Battle of Loos
· Battle of the Somme
· First Battle of Ypres
· Ludendorff Offensive
· Battle of Messines
· Battle of Bailleul
· Battle of Kemmel Ridge
· Battle of Scherpenberg
· Battle of the Lys Salient
· Fourth Battle of Ypres
· Battle of Courtrai (1918)
· Battle of Ooteghem
Divisional insignia No surprise that the Scottish volunteers chose the Thistle as a symbol.   History of the division 

The Division came into existence of Army Order No. 324, issued on 21 August 1914, authorising the formation of the six new Divisions of K1. It was formed of volunteers, under the administration of the War Office. Initially without equipment or arms of any kind, the recruits were judged to be ready for war by May 1915. The 9th Division served on the Western Front throughout the war, and was regarded by many as one of the best fighting formations of 1914-18. It took part in the following actions:
1915
The Battle of Loos
1916
The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)
The Battle of Bazentin (second phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)
In the latter action, the Division captured Longueval.
The Battle of Delville Wood (third phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)
The Battle of Le Transloy (eighth) phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)
1917
The First Battle of the Scarpe (first phase of the Arras Offensive)
The Third Battle of the Scarpe (fourth phase of the Arras Offensive)
The Battle of the Menin Road (third phase of the Third Battle of Ypres)
The First Battle of Passchendaele (seventh phase of the Third Battle of Ypres)
The Action of Welch Ridge
1918
The Battle of St Quentin (first phase of the First Battles of the Somme 1918)
The First Battle of Bapaume (second phase of the First Battles of the Somme 1918)
The Battle of Messines, 1918 (second phase of the Battles of the Lys)
The Battle of Bailleul (fourth phase of the Battles of the Lys)
The First Battle of Kemmel (fifth phase of the Battles of the Lys)
The Second Battle of Kemmel (seventh phase of the Battles of the Lys)
The Advance in Flanders
In the above advance, the Division took part in the Action of Outtersteene Ridge 
The Battle of Ypres 1918
The Battle of Courtrai
The Division also fought in the subsequent Action of Ooteghem.
On 16 March 1919 the Division ceased to exist, having lost more than 52,000 casualties during the war. 
Post ww1 army activity:

Having completed his WW1 tour of duty on August 1, 1919 he re-upped August 2nd 1919 enlisting in the 1st Bn Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders at Paisley.

Army # was 2968063.  (From army certificate of service book.)

During this period served with the ‘colours’ 7 years 142 days and in the reserve 4 years 223 days. 

In the army he was considered, “sober, honest and trustworthy. Controls men well and is a good sportsman. Holds a 2nd class certificate in education”.

On November 6, 1919  he was transferred to India where he served 4 years and 46 days.

In October 1921 he was in the Poona District where he helped win a company tug of war medal. It lists him as a Cpl. Anderson ‘A’ Coy  1st. A&SH.  (Argyl & Sutherland Highlanders)

On Feb. 6, 1923 he was at  Kailana Depot (taken from a medal.)

On December 22, 1923 he was transferred to Egypt where he served 238 days (til August 16 1924. He was then transferred to the Sudan for 146 days then back to Egypt for 1 year 321 days.  On December 6, 1926 he was sent home and transferred into the reserve on December 21, 1926

He completed 4 years 223 days in the reserve and was Discharged August 1st, 1931.

