The Canadian census of 1911
Some heavy weights were born in 1911: Lucille ball, Ronald Reagan, Mitch Miller, Roy Rogers and Molly Schafer to name just a few.

On May 30, 1911 Ray Harroun won the very first Indianapolis 500 car race with a top speed of 74.59 miles per hour and in parlours all over North America pianos were playing the number one song of the year. A little ditty entitled “Come Josephine in My Flying Machine”.  On June 11 the Tigers, after trailing the White Sox 13-1 would come back to win 16-15 but in Winnipeg (as well as across the country) on June 1 practical attention was directed toward answering questions for the Canadian Census of 1911.
June 1, 1911 was a warm summer evening in Winnipeg, Manitoba and Corey Pearson was slowly working his way down Salter Street. It was the middle of the evening and he was getting a little tired. The top right hand corner of the sheet he was working on told him it was page 17. There were fifty lines on a page. That meant Cory had already recorded 850 of the 131,114 people that lived in Winnipeg on that warm summer evening. Corey was a census taker for the Federal government. With his fellow census takers stretched right across the country Corey would help record the seven million two hundred and seven thousand hardy souls who called themselves Canadian. 
He had just completed 409 Salter and was knocking at the door of 413. Philip Diebold answered the door. Philip, it turns out, was a 24 year old Russian immigrant who had arrived in Canada in 1901. He lived at 413 Salter which he owned with his 23 year old Russian wife Katie and their two children Katie 4 and Emma 2 years old. 
Corey quickly recorded the information he needed then ask if anyone else lived in the house. Peter Schafer stepped forward ready to be counted. The information he provided was straight forward. It follows.
He and his family were lodgers with Peter Diebold. There was himself, Peter age 24, his wife Mary age 22 and their two children Katie 1 and .. At this point Corey was either getting tired or was having trouble with Peter’s accent. He recorded the second child as Morley 4 months old. ( Ok, Molly could very well be mistaken for Morley under the circumstances so let’s not be to hard on Corey!)
Like the Diebolds the Schafers were Russian. They had immigrated in 1906. Corey listed Peter and Mary as Russian citizens and the two children as Canadian. They were Lutherans. Peter indicated that he was employed as a teamster at a fuel dealer (?) and that he worked 60 hours a week.  

Corey Pearson thanked the Shafers and Diebolds for their help and moved on to 423 Salter.

Side bar: The information on the census forms is hand written. A photo of each page is available. The information has not been rerecorded in any way. It is tough to read and mistakes are not unusual on the part of both the writer and (heaven forbid!) the translator. The (?) means that’s what it looks like.
